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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
St. Louis, .Mo:2..- 2 eee May 1-7, 1941 
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Montreat, N.xC Se eee eee May 22, 1941 


CHURCH CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL WoRK 
‘Atlantice City, Nei eee June 1-5, 1941 


NortH AMERICAN ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE 


Toronto, (Canadas22. 22 June 3-5, 1941 
GENERAL Synop, REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Holland, Mich..[ 5232 ee eee June 5, 1941 
NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF INDIAN WorKERS, NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 
Farmington, New Mexico...............-.- June 9-13, 1941 


FEDERAL CouNcIL oF CHURCHES, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEF 
New York, (Nv Vo. eee June 13, 1941 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SyNop oF MissouRI, OHIO AND 
OTHER STATES, 38TH REGULAR CONVENTION 
Ft. Wayne, ind... 42.2 = eee June 15-25, 1941 


NATIONAL Baptist CONVENTION, U.S.A., SuNDAY ScHOOL 
AND B.T.U. Concress 
Houston) Texas)... ee June 17-22, 1941 


EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED CHURCH, NATIONAL Con- 
FERENCE ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Lakeside;( Ohio. 2°.) 2a June 23-26, 1941 
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Lake Geneva, Wisc.............-.---- June 29-July 5, 1941 


Wortp’s SunpAy ScHoort AssocrATION 
Mexico City, Mexico.....................----- July 16-20, 1941 


SEVENTH Day Baptist GENERAL CONFERENCE 
Denver Colo2.2 22 ee August 19-24, 1941 


NATIONAL BIENNIAL Woman’s CoUNCIL OF THE COLORED 
MetHopist Episcopal CHURCH 
Birmingham; ‘Ala/..c:=-anw4se August 20-24, 1941 


NaTionaL Baptist Convention, U. S. A. ANNUAL 
MEETING 
Cleveland) Ohig#=262 = September 10, 1941 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Getting a Right Perspective on the Church 

Associated historically with the rise of great 
nations, Protestantism naturally became organ- 
ized along national lines. An unintended result 
is that many Protestants have had no clear 
vision of the Church as the Body of Christ 
throughout the world. Their loyalty has been 
concentrated on a national or even a local group. 
Protestants need to recapture and claim for 
themselves the word “catholic” in its original 
meaning—universal, whole. It really belongs to 
all Christians. The great Lutheran Archbishop 
Sdéderblom of Sweden, once said that there are 
four types of Catholic—Roman, Greek, Anglican 
and Evangelical. The phrase “Evangelical 
Catholics” is a happy one. It describes those 
who both emphasize the priceless Protestant 
heritage in the Evangel and at the same time 
do not lose the conception of the universality 

and wholeness of the Christian fellowship. The 
word “ecumenical,” which has recently come 
into vogue, is another way of asserting what the 
adjective “catholic” avers. 

Whatever the word we use, we must lay hold 
of the New Testament conception of the Church 
as reaching across all national and racial 
boundaries. When we do so, and not till then, 
do we have the right perspective for under- 
standing the relation of Church and State or for 
dealing with the difficult problems that arise in 
the functioning of the Church with reference to 


political affairs. We shall then no longer be 
able to think of the Church as in any ultimate 
sense a national entity. It may be organized na- 
tionally for reasons of administrative conveni- 
ence and effectiveness but the national organi- 
zation is no part of its essential nature. In the 
incisive language of President William A. Eddy 
of Hobart College, protesting against our super- 
ficial tendency to identify the Church and the 
State in our emotional attitudes: 

‘“‘We confuse the United States with the Kingdom 
of God. The difference, of course, is not that the 
flag represents something bad and the Cross some- 
thing good, but that the flag represents an interest 
(good or bad) which stops at the national frontier 
and may clash at any time with the interests of 
other flags; whereas the Cross represents the inter- 
ests of the Creator and Preserver of mankind, every- 
where and every ‘when’—interests which were not 
discovered in 1492, but which go round the globe 
and down the endless arches of the Milky Way.” 


To get such a view will save us from the de- 
basing of Christianity by nationalism. The peril 
of such a debasement is colorfully illustrated by 
a statement that appeared in the Denver Post 
after the death of its one-time editor. It was 
said of him, presumably as a tribute, that “he 
was first for Denver, second for Colorado, third 
for the Mountain States, fourth for the United 
States—and there was no fifth.” Against such 
an outlook the Church, when understood in the 
New Testament meaning, is a constant warning. 
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It takes its stand on the fact that God so loved, 
not Denver or Colorado or the United States, 
but the world, that ““He gave His only begotten 
Son.” 

The Church, as we find it in the New Testa- 
ment, exists in two forms—both as a little fel- 
lowship making up the local congregation and 
as a world-wide fellowship. The first emphasizes 
the intensive, the second, the extensive, quality 
of the Christian community. 

St. Paul’s letters were addressed to local com- 
munities of Christians—to the Church in 
Ephesus, in Philippi, in Corinth, in Rome, in 
Colosse. The significance of the group of peo- 
ple who met together for common worship, who 
nourished one another in their common faith, 
who maintained a common discipline of ethical 
living, it is impossible to exaggerate. We should 
bear in mind that Christianity is the only re- 
ligion (except Judaism, from which it _his- 
torically sprang) that has any such thing as a 
congregation. Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam and 
Shinto have temples and shrines to which indi- 
vidual worshippers go. They have priests and 
cults and sacred books. But they have no or- 
ganized local groups, banded together perma- 
nently for mutual nurture and mutual aid in 
their spiritual life. The Christian Church insists 
on the local group because it is of the genius of 
Christianity to emphasize personal relations, 
and personal relations mean the magnifying of 
a face-to-face fellowship. 

But in the New Testament the Church is al- 
ways vastly more than the local fellowship. It 
is the whole body of those who have been re- 
deemed by Christ. “From the outset,” as 
Professor Ernest F. Scott insists, “the Church 
was understood universally and each fraction of 
it was a ‘church’ in so far as the part was a 
miniature of the whole.” Even when Christianity 
was still such a limited movement that only a 
handful of congregations existed, St. Paul in his 
Epistle to the Ephesians did not describe the 
Church as merely local or national but in the 
most exalted language pictured it as the organ 
through which God is to accomplish His re- 
demptive purpose for all mankind. Churches 
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existed locally but “the Church” was one Body 
of Christ throughout the world. That is the 
point of view which we need today. 


The Home in a World of Confusion 


The late Michael Pupin, inventor and sci- 
entist, once said that it is the function of 
science to create islands of order in the midst of 
confusion. Similarly it is the function of homes 
to create little islands of moral order and of emo- 


‘tional security in the midst of the confusions and 


uncertainties of the world. 

Although we sometimes feel that the individ- 
ual is helpless in the presence of gigantic forces 
of evil, yet individuals can take their part in a 
process of rebuilding that goes on all around us 
and within us, namely, the process of creating 
homes in which men, women and children shape 
their own little world of happiness, and in the 
process create little units of a world that is some- 
what as we want it and as it ought to be. The 
security of such homes makes our highest values 
somewhat independent of the vicissitudes of cir- 
cumstance. It also buttresses our morale in 
meeting the difficulties of life, and contributes 
something of inestimable value to the world it- 
self; for homes that are calm and strong con- 
tribute to the calmness and strength of the 
world, while homes that are tense or bitter add 
their own unhappy bit to the tensions and bit- 
ternesses of life. Whatever the individual has to 
face in the world outside can be better handled 
if he has moral reinforcement at home. 

In a sense world betterment, like charity, be- 
gins at home. Habits of living considerately, of 
solving personal problems constructively and of | 
bringing out the best in people are necessary 
prerequisites to the accomplishing of other forms 
of social betterment. Powerful currents of good 
influence and persons devoted to social good 
should constantly be going out from Christian 
homes to grapple with the world’s needs. 

In the period just before us morale will be 
strained and people will need their total inner — 
strength to an unusual degree. Insecurity in 
the world at large will affect every home either 
outwardly or inwardly and people will have all — 
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the more need to center their lives in the deeper 
values. 

Just now we are greatly concerned with the 
saving of democracy, and along with this con- 
cern there should be a clearer perception of the 
essential elements in this problem. In a long- 
time program of promoting democratic values 
and attitudes the undergirding of family life 
and the development of the home as a school of 
democratic living are among the most significant 
measures. The family is a microcosm in which 
many of the springs of social betterment lie. 

For these reasons the celebration of Chris- 
tian Family Week, from May 4 to May 11, ob- 
served this year for the first time on a broad 
scale among the churches, is all the more signifi- 
cant. We need a tougher-fibred home life and 
a high sense of the significance of creative and 
stable homes both for the sake of individuals 
and for the sake of building a national life that 
will be able to ride the storms with which the 
world’s sky is now dark. 


An Example of Christian Unity 

The Panama Canal Zone affords an impres- 
sive example of Christian unity, too little known 
throughout the Church at large. 

When the people of the Zone first came to- 
gether in 1914—-six months before the Canal 
was opened to traffic—to discuss the found- 
ing of churches, they decided that there was 
no reason for reproducing the denomina- 
tional divisions of American Protestantism. On 
their own initiative they created a union church 
as an expression of their united Christian spirit. 

Today the Union Church of the Canal Zone 

exists in the form of five closely linked congre- 
gations in the five main communities: Balboa, 
Cristobal, Gatun, Pedro Miguel, and Gamboa. 
There is an Episcopal church at Ancon and a 
Southern Baptist at Balboa. Viewing the Canal 
Zone as a whole, one may safely say that in no 
other similar American area of about 500 square 
miles has there been so effective a demonstration 
of Christian unity and the provision of a reli- 
gious ministry with so little duplication of effort. 
The most gratifying feature has been the 
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happy cooperation between the Union Churches 
of the Canal Zone and the parent denomina- 
tions. It would hardly have been surprising if 
denominational missionary boards had felt that 
they had no responsibility for churches which 
had decided not to be denominational but to 
venture out on a new path of their own. It would 
hardly have been surprising if the Union 
Churches, in their enthusiasm for their new type 
of organization, had become anti-denomination- 
al. But neither of these things has happened. 
The denominational boards have been glad to 
encourage the experiment in unity under such 
favorable conditions and to make substantial 
grants of money in furtherance of the plan. 

Since 1920 the four church buildings in Cris- 
tobal, Balboa, Gatun and Pedro Miguel have 
been erected and parsonages have been acquired. 
The total cost for buildings and equipment has 
been about $225,000. Of this amount $73,000 
has been contributed by the agencies of seven 
fostering denominations in the States — the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South (these two now being 
united in The Methodist Church), the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A., the Congregational 
Christian Churches, the Northern Baptist Con- 
vention, the United Presbyterian Church of 
North America and the Reformed Church in 
America. These grants by missionary boards 
have been supplemented by the gifts of indi- 
viduals in the States who were glad to give their 
personal support to this great codperative en- 
terprise. The five congregations are entirely 
self-supporting in their current program. 

At the new community of Gamboa, center of 
the dredging operations, plans are now being 
made for the erection of the fifth union church 
building. The people in the Zone, the mission- 
ary boards and interested friends in the States 
will all codperate in providing the necessary re- 
sources. Gamboa makes a special appeal be- 
cause here is the opportunity for what will be, 
in one respect, the most far-reaching project in 
Christian unity yet achieved in the Zone—a 
union church in which Episcopalians will join 
with the other Evangelical groups. 
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Peace Commission Gets into Action 


Durable Peace, instituted by the Federal Council 
of Churches, has embarked upon a program of 
education designed to create among the Christians of the 
United States an understanding of the problems related 
to the establishment of world order after the war. 
The first duty placed on the Commission, as defined 
by the Federal Council’s Executive Committee, is “to 
clarify the minds of our churches regarding the moral, 


To: Commission to Study the Bases of a Just and 


political and economic foundations of an enduring peace” - 


and “to prepare the people of our churches and of our 
nation for assuming their appropriate responsibility for 
the establishment of such peace.” 

With a view to assisting Christians to become more 
familiar with, and imbued with the spirit of, recent great 
Christian pronouncements on the subject of international 
relations the Commission has just brought from the press 
a Handbook entitled ‘““A Just and Durable Peace.” This 
Handbook carries the text of statements bearing upon the 
peace problem adopted by such representative Christian 
gatherings as the Federal Council’s 1940 Biennial Meet- 
ing, the American Council of the World Alliance for 
International Friendship, the National Study Conference 
on the Churches and the International Situation, the Mal- 
vern Conference, the Oxford Conference, the Madras 
Conference. Extended references are made to the pro- 
posals of Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders of Eng- 
land, to the statements on the bases of peace made public 
by Pope Pius XII. In addition there are excerpts from 
various memoranda of the Study Department of the 
World Council of Churches and the affirmations of the 
International Conference of Lay Experts and Ecumenical 
Leaders convened in 1940 by the Provisional Committee 
of the World Council of Churches. There is also included 
in the Handbook a short resumé of some concrete pro- 
posals for a new world order. These are not distinctly 
Christian in origin, but they do in varying degrees sug- 
gest how there may be a political application of some of 
the basic principles enunciated by the church statements. 
This Handbook, for which there will doubtless be a wide- 
spread demand throughout the Church at large, may be 
secured from the Federal Council’s Department of In- 
ternational Justice and Goodwill, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, at 10 cents per single copy, including postage, 
or $5.00 per hundred copies, plus postage. 

Mr. John Foster Dulles, Chairman of the Commission, 
in the Foreword of the Handbook, points to the neces- 
sity of earnest study by Christians in the interest of 
world justice and peace. 

“We are well aware of the fact,” says Mr. Dulles, 
“that in times like these Christians desire to be ‘prac- 
tical.’ We also sense the fact that many Christians 


consider that it is not practical to devote their time and 
effort at this juncture to studying Christian principles in 
relation to world affairs. ‘The Commission shares the 
desire, and has the intention, to be practical. But we 
strongly disagree with the view that Christian principles 
have no practical relation to present-day problems. On 
the contrary, we trace many of our present troubles to 
political planning which was fatally defective precisely 
because it ignored Christian precepts. We are confident 
that for the future only frustration can result if such 
precepts continue to: be ignored. We consider that the 
practical possibility of a better world order largely de- 
pends upon Christian people understanding what are 
the Christian principles which are relevant to present- 
day problems. Only then can plans for the future be 
intelligently formulated and appraised and the Chris- 
tian influence be brought to bear upon them. 

“We, therefore, urge upon Christians and Christian 
groups that they find the time and make the effort to 
study the material herewith presented. We are confident 
that the day will come when such study will serve a very 
practical and indispensable end. When that day will 
be cannot now be predicted. But the time to prepare for 
it is already here. 

“The Commission proposes in due course to take fur- 
ther steps in the discharge of its duties. We cannot, how- 
ever, hope to succeed unless Christians largely codperate 
with us. The first act of codperation we now seek is that 
they should become acquainted with the authoritative 
judgments of Christian statesmen as set out herein, and 
begin to think of what these mean in practical terms. 
Above all, it is important that American Christians should 
think of what these Christian principles will mean for 
our own country. The attitude of the United States will 
doubtless be decisive on whether order will take the 
place of such international anarchy as now prevails.” 


Remembering the Heroes of Peace 


The Peace Heroes Memorial Society announces that 
material for Peace Heroes exercises in schools, churches 
and cemeteries will be furnished without charge upon 
communicating with the Secretary, Abraham Cronbach, 
842 Lexington Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Cincinnati group of the society plans to hold its 
nineteenth annual service of remembrance for heroes 
and heroines of peace on or near Memorial Day, 1941. 
After a program of songs, readings, devotions, and an 
address, flowers will be placed upon the graves of men 
and women who have lost their lives in the discharge of 
their occupational duties, and of women who died in 
childbirth. Bishop Paul Jones, the president of the so-— 
ciety will preside. 3 
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ANY requests are coming for information and 
Mercere suggestions on Christian Family Week, 

which begins on May 4th, Child Health Sun- 
day, and closes on May 11th, Mothers’ Day or the Fes- 
tival of the Christian Home. 

The committees on family life of the International 
Council of Religious Education, the National Council 
of Church Women, the Federal Council of Churches, 
and denominational offices having to do with family life, 

are cooperating in this emphasis. 

While the program is elastic and there will be much 
experimentation by denominational and local groups, 
there will be emphasis throughout on making the program 
of the churches more conscious of the family as a group, 
and on increasing the spiritual efficiency of the home. 

Not only religious training but the enrichment of home 
atmosphere, better mutual understanding, good times 
together in the family, sharing of interests and hobbies, 
appreciating the values of books and of music and 
strengthening the inner ties of family life will be empha- 
sized. For those who desire to feature aspects of family 
life by associating them with special days, the following 
has been suggested: 


Sunday, May 4th, an emphasis on child health, physical, 
mental and spiritual, and consideration of the prob- 
lems created by the fact that vast numbers of children 
suffer from neglect both of adequate care for their 
health and of religious training. 

Monday, Family Fellowship Day. Family members will 
scrutinize their budgeting of time and will plan to spend 
generous amounts of time together in order that they 
may understand one another and share their deepest 
interests. A family-at-home-night would be a pleas- 
ing feature to close this day. 

Tuesday, Family Council Day. The habit of talking 
things over is so helpful to the creation of a democratic 
atmosphere that it should be emphasized in all families, 
and this particular day will be a good time to do it. 
Families which do not have a regular plan for family 
council meetings might begin to experiment with this 
helpful procedure. 

Wednesday, Family Worship Day. Ways may be con- 
sidered by which the family can best express its faith 
in God, build up its own spiritual fellowship and pro- 
mote religious growth in the home. 

Thursday, Family and Neighborhood Day. The Christian 
family should consider how best to express its friendly 
attitudes toward neighbors and its interest in all mat- 
ters that pertain to good citizenship. 

Friday, Family and Church Day. The family and the 
church mean so much to each other that careful at- 
tention should be given to all possible plans for im- 
proving codperation between the two. This would in- 
sure both better homes and better churches. A Parents’ 
and Children’s Banquet, or other special features, 
might happily close such a day. 
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Program for Christian Family Week 


Saturday, Home Improvement Day. It is so valuable for 
members of the family to plan together and work to- 
gether to improve their own homes that this kind of 
emphasis on Saturday of Christian Family Week might 
lead to the improvement of little things about the 
home, of techniques for adjusting differences, and of the 
atmosphere and spirit of the family circle. 

Through such a celebration members of families will 


be prepared to unite with unusual interest in a church- 
wide program on family life on Mothers’ Day or the 
Festival of the Christian Home. Sermons, Sunday school 
topics and group discussions could center in various as- 
pects of family interests and relationships. At some time 
during the day there might be home dedication services, 
carried on simultaneously perhaps in homes that might 
desire them. 

In all this program Christian living in the home will 
be rightly emphasized as the indispensable foundation 
for spiritual growth and for better social relationships in 
the community and in the world. 

To give further help in this emphasis the Commit- 
tee on Marriage and the Home, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York, has prepared a 50 cent packet on the family. 


Interest Growing in Church Conference of 


Social Work 


As the dates of the meeting of the Church Conference 
of Social Work at Atlantic City, June 1-5, draw near, 
there is a gratifying interest in its sessions. These are 
to take up some of the most crucial current issues which 
the Church is facing in the social field. Among the topics 
are: Responsibility of the Church in Defense Areas, 
Problems of Defense Communities, Organization of 
Protestant Social Work in Local Areas, Parish Churches 
and Social Agencies, Training of Church Social Workers, 
Refugees, Social Change and Child Welfare, Personnel 
and Placement Problems of Church Social Workers, Safe- 
guarding Family Values. The most recent development 
is the securing of Dr. Alice Salomon, formerly director of 
the School of Social Work of Berlin, to speak on The 
Impact of the Nazi System upon the Family. Dr. Salo- 
mon will speak at the annual dinner on Thursday, June 5. 

All interested persons are most cordially invited to 
attend these sessions of the Church Conference of Social 
Work which meets as an associate group of the National 
Conference of Social Work. Hotel headquarters are at 
the Dennis, Atlantic City. For information write to L. 
Foster Wood, Secretary, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

All who will do so are invited to become members at 
$1.00, $2.00 or $5.00. The higher memberships help the 
cause of Protestant social work by that much more. 
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Yardsticks for Labor News 


nounced strike after strike. What causes these 

strikes? What are labor’s demands? What 
wages do industrial workers receive, what hours do they 
work, what hazards of injury or death do they undergo? 
How fast is the cost of living rising? How long can 
workers count on continuance of their jobs in defense 
industries—are they engaged by the year, the day or the 
hour? Is labor unreasonable in its demands for wage 
increases, for the right to join unions and settle differences 
with employers through collective bargaining? What 
about exorbitant union initiation fees and labor 
racketeering? Are particular employers, or industry in 
general, greedily holding out to retain for themselves all 
the profits from defense orders, and unwilling to share 
their increased prosperity with the workers who turn out 
the goods? How many firms still flatly deny or secretly 
but effectively oppose all efforts of workers to bargain 
collectively through representatives of their own choos- 
ing? 


G LARING headlines in the daily press have an- 


The average church member finds the situation confus- 
ing in the extreme. Yet it may be possible to suggest 
certain “‘yardsticks” which the average reader can use 
as he seeks to understand what is behind the headlines. 

In the first place, each of us, if we want to be fair, 
must realize that unless we attempt to learn something 
about the answers to the kinds of questions listed above, 
and the facts as they apply specifically to each particular 
case, we are in no position to judge who is right or wrong, 
or how far right or wrong the employer or the union 
may be. 

In the second place, it is well for the reader to realize 
that if he reads only daily newspapers, he receives a dis- 
torted impression of the situation. This false impression 
is probably due not so much to anti-labor bias as to the 
fact that it is “news” only when there is labor trouble. 
When unions get along well with employers, there is 
seldom any mention of the fact in the papers. The fact 
is that if on any given day the newspapers were to print 
even brief accounts of union plants where there is no 
trouble, there would scarcely be room for any other news 
in the paper. 

In the third place, there is nothing mysterious about the 
number of the present strikes. Any student of industrial 
history could have foretold that they would happen. They 
always do occur in a period of upturn of business ac- 
tivity. The reasons for strikes during an up-curve of 
business are easily understood. Workers see their em- 
ployers prospering and see the increaing profits declared 
to stockholders. At the same time labor begins to feel the 
pinch of rising living costs straining family budgets 
which have little or no margins. Demands follow for 


higher wages, both to meet the higher cost of living and 
as a share in the increased prosperity of the company. 
Wage raises are often obtained through negotiation in 
organized industries without strikes or stoppages. 

In unorganized industries, employers sometimes volun- 
tarily increase wages and under such circumstances sel- 
dom have strikes. When they fail to raise wages justly 
and at the same time oppose the right of labor to organ- 
ize and bargain collectively, strikes frequently result. 
Often the worst strikes occur where the history of oppo- 


sition to the right of workers to organize has been long- 


est and most bitter. 

This is not to imply that labor is not sometimes un- 
reasonable in its demands. As we have pointed out, that 
can be determined only by knowledge of all the facts in 
each particular case. 

Current problems of industrial relations call for more 
detailed discussion than is possible in a short article. 
Valuable additional material will be found in the special 
issue of Information Service of April 19th. 

James MYErs 


“World Travelogs” 


Under this title the National Broadcasting Company, 
on its Blue Network, originating with Station WJZ in 
New York, is presenting a series of talks by Leslie Bates 
Moss. Each Tuesday at 1:30-1:45 Eastern Time, Mr. 
Moss will guide his radio listeners on a visit to some por- 
tion of the world in which the Christian Church is ac- 
tively extending its ministry to men and women. The 
more than ordinary claims of the world-wide situation 
will be presented in these visits. Also the extended pro- 
gram of missions abroad will be vividly portrayed. 

Persons and information behind the scenes will be fea- 
tured. Important and reliable facts about the world in 
which we live and the bearing of these facts on the fu- 
ture will be the basis of every program. 

This series will probably last until July 29. Additional 
information or copies of the broadcasts, after presenta- 
tion, may be secured from the Committee on Foreign — 
Relief Appeals in the Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York. 


The Wellesley Institute 


The Summer Institute for Social Progress at Wellesley, 
Mass., is open to men and women of all vocations. The 
dates are July 5-19, 1941, and the theme this year is 
“Strengthening America at Home and Abroad.” A pro- 
gram announcement may be secured by applying to the 
director, Miss Dorothy P. Hill, 22 Oakland Place, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
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American and Japanese Christians Confer 


of fellowship between Christians of the United 

States and Japan was convened in late April, in 
Riverside, California, and is in session while the 
BULLETIN is in press. 

The Japanese deputation included the Reverend Bishop 
_ Yoshimuni Abe of the Methodist Church of Japan; Dr. 
Toyohiko Kagawa, noted social worker and evangelist; 
Miss Michi Kawai, formerly General Secretary of the 
National Y.W.C.A. of Japan; the Reverend Michio Ko- 
zaki, Vice-Chairman of the Japanese National Christian 
Council; the Honorable Tsunejiro Matsuyama, member 
of Parliament and a representative of the Japanese Na- 
tional Christian Council; Mr. Soichi Saito, General Sec- 
retary of the Japanese Y.M.C.A. and Dr. William Axling, 
Honorary Secretary of the National Christian Council 
of Japan. 

The reason for holding the Conference, as explained 
by spokesmen of the Japanese and American deputations, 
was to strengthen the bond between the Christians of 
Japan and the Christians of the United States, and to 
explore the distinctive contribution which the Christians 
of both nations should make toward the betterment of 
Japanese-American relations. The members of the Japan- 
ese deputation also desired to express the gratitude of the 
Christians of Japan for all that American Mission Boards 
and American Christians had done for the furthering of 
the Christian movement in Japan during the past eighty 
years. 

“This was strictly a Christian enterprise,” said Dr. 


i CONFERENCE designed to strengthen the bonds 


Walter W. Van Kirk of the Federal Council of Churches. 
“The primary purpose was to strengthen the bonds of 
Christian fellowship in a time of crisis. There was full 
and frank discussion of the existing situation in East 
Asia. The conference was unofficial in that those partici- 
pating did not officially represent ecclesiastical bodies.” 

The American participants in the conference included 
Bishop James C. Baker of the Methodist Church; Dr. 
Albert E. Day, Vice-president of the Federal Council of 
Churches; Dr. Douglas Horton, Minister of the General 
Council of Congregational Christian Churches; Dr. Paul 
Johnston, President of the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A.; Dr. Abdel Ross 
Wentz, President, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettys- 
burg, Pa.; Professor Kenneth Latourette of Yale Uni- 
versity; Mrs. Augustus Trowbridge, Past President, 
Council of Women for Home Missions; Miss Sarah S. 
Lyon, Foreign Division of the Y.W.C.A.; Mr. Galen 
Fisher; Dr. Ralph E. Diffendorfer, Secretary of the 'For- 
eign Division of the Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church; Dr. Luman Shafer, Secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church in America; 
Reverend Roswell P. Barnes, Associate General Secre- 
tary of the Federal Council of Churches; Dr. Emory 
Ross, Secretary of the Foreign Missions Conference; 
Mrs. Robert L. Bowen, President of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Council of Church Women, the Rt. Rev. W. B. 
Stevens of the Los Angeles Diocese of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and Dr. John Mackay, President of 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


Need for Bibles Increases 


its plea that there must be no blackout of the Bible 

during these darkening days, the American Bible 
Society is offering, without charge, to churches throughout 
the country, electros for reproducing on church stationery 
and calendars the striking illustration entitled, “There 
Must Be No Blackout of the Bible.” 

The American Bible Society has been engaged now for 
almost a year in raising an emergency fund of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars with which to provide 
Scriptures to those countries usually supplied by foreign 
Bible Societies which are, at present, encumbered by the 
war. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, Chairman of the National Spon- 
soring Committee for this campaign, has released a report 
of the steps which have been taken and also gives an indi- 
cation of what action is needed to further the progress of 
the campaign. 

Dr. Speer reports that already 3,230 Bibles, 23,454 


[i order to make the general public more aware of 


New Testaments and 70,864 Gospels have been shipped 
to war prisoners in German camps and other places in 
Europe as well as 1,120 Bibles, and 6,140 New Testa- 
ments, 15,700 Gospels to the French Evangelical Church 
in Southern France. The campaign for funds is still in 
progress and it is expected that the total sum of $150,000 
will have been attained by the anniversary of the launch- 
ing of the campaign—namely, July first. 

Scriptures are immediately needed for refugees, prison- 
ers of war, for the soldiers and the wounded in hospitals 
and to maintain the usual supply to American, British, 
French and other missions in Asia, Africa, the Near East 
and Latin America. Because the American Bible Society 
is the only Bible Society not in a belligerent or war-be- 
sieged country, it alone must meet these urgent and ever- 
increasing demands. 

Requests for the electros may be sent direct to the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York. 
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The Healing Grace of Friendliness 


By Mrs. HENRY SLOANE COFFIN 


HE work of helping immigrants, which means 

refugees today, make the initial adjustment to 

American life has opened an avenue of service 
for the Women’s Codperating Commission of the Federal 
Council of Churches. The Commission works in codpera- 
tion with the American Committee for Christian Refugees 
in providing temporary homes and in opening up possi- 
bilities for permanent living in regions which have not 
yet been approached. Communities are increasingly 
awakening to their direct responsibility in establishing 
some of these future American citizens in their localities. 
Two-thirds of all the refugees coming to our shores are 
Christian and therefore a direct responsibility of fellow- 
members of the Christian Church. 

Members of the Commission living in or near New 
York are kept busy trying to provide temporary hospi- 
tality for those who pass through the city on their way 
to permanent locations. This is no easy task for there 
are few ‘‘spare rooms” available in a large, overcrowded 
city. Under the present dangerous conditions of foreign 
and ocean travel there can be no advance notice sent of 
possible arrivals, nor even of actual landings and the 
American Committee is often faced with the need of pro- 
viding comfortable shelter for some family which arrives 
after the general world has gone to bed. The Commission 
tried to find some spare rooms in friendly institutions 
that are geared to the unexpected. An appeal to the 
settlement houses showed that most of them were doing 
far more than providing temporary shelter. They were 
planning to include one or two refugees among their per- 
manent residents for the winter. 

A theological seminary has given the use of its small 
apartment usually reserved for visiting professors and 
clergymen. One member of the Commission offered 
hospitality in her own home for two-week periods for 
those who were most in need of the healing grace of friend- 
liness. As still more room was needed a small apartment 
was loaned the Commission for the winter. It was fur- 
nished by donations from friends and turned over to the 
American Committee for Christian Refugees. 

Members of the Commission have codperated in the 
splendid work being done by the local Federation of 
Churches in opening and maintaining Friendship House 
as a delightful social center for all refugees in New York 
City. Here they can meet each other and also meet the 
many Americans who are eager to show their sympathy 
and friendliness. Art exhibits are held and other features 
are planned to give the refugee an opportunity to appre- 


ciate his new world and also to contribute through his 
art, music, and other gifts. 

Eighty percent of the families cared for are of a profes- 
sional status. Only one out of every hundred immigrants 
arriving in the United States last year was classified as an 
unskilled worker. The coming of these people to our 
shores at this time might well be likened to the enrich- 


‘ment brought by the Huguenots after the Edict of Nantes. 


Most of the people coming to us today would not 
ordinarily have left their homes. They were settled and 
contributing members of their communities and have had 
to leave what was dear to them because they prized 
freedom more. They have paid a heavy price tor their 
religious convictions and for their desire to live under a 
government in which the people have a voice. They 
come to us with real abilities which will enrich our com- 
munities as soon as they become a little acclimated to this 
new world. They come to us with a burning determina- 
tion to worship God as their consciences dictate. Is it not 
possible that their devotion may rekindle ours? They 
and we belong to the one “household of faith.” Let us 
show by our deeds that we stand ready to share with 
them our American and Christian heritage. 


“Strengthening the Inner Unity of the 
Church” 


“Suggestions for the Practice of Local Ecumenicity in 
American Communities” by H. Paul Douglass is the 
title of a revised pamphlet published by the Commission 
for the Study of Christian Unity of the Federal Council. 
Dr. Douglass has compiled proposals drawn from the 
experiences of many churches and communities. Local 
use will discover additional ways of bringing the churches 
nearer together, and the combined experience of many 


communities will greatly advance the unity of the Church — 


throughout America. The unity of the Church has two 
aspects—an outer and an inner one. In its inner aspects, 
it is a matter of mind and spirit. The Church greatly 
needs to strengthen the bonds of inner unity, both for 
their own sake, and as preparation for more rapid advance 
toward outward and visible union as may lie before it 
under the guidance of the spirit of God. 

Single copies of the leaflet are available at ten cents 
each from the Commission for the Study of Christian 
Unity, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 
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Army Chapels to be Built 


out of improvised buildings and the open fields 

by a construction program that will provide 604 
chapels in posts, camps and stations throughout the na- 
tion where soldiers of the Protestant, Catholic and Jew- 
ish faiths may worship in an appropriate setting. The 
War Department has announced that $12,816,880 has 
been appropriated to build these chapels within six 
months. In appearance they will look like the typical 
small church found in every community in America— 
the slant-roofed frame building with steeple at the front. 
Costing $21,220 each, they will have seats for 400 sol- 
diers. Every chapel will have an electric organ. 

In twenty-two years only $969,542 has been spent for 
chapels in the Regular Army. Under such conditions 
the chaplains of the Army have been handicapped in 
providing for the spiritual needs of the soldiers. Men 
from well-organized parishes found themselves praying 
on Sunday in the same room in which they danced the 
night before—that was the recreation hall, and they 
frequently had to sweep out the place to prepare it for 
devotions. Construction of the chapels will enable the 
chaplains to develop a full-time program, stressing re- 
ligious activities. 

The basic distribution will be one chapel for each regi- 
ment. Thus, in the larger cantonments as many as 
fifteen or twenty churches will arise among the tents and 
barracks. Of the 604 chapels, 545 will be for ground 
troops and 59 for the Air Corps. There is now one chap- 
lain for each 1200 men; a total of 1,200 chaplains, to be 
increased to about 1,500 by the end of June, 1941. The 
chaplains are especially selected and accredited by their 
respective denominations. 

The chapels will be used at different hours by the 
chaplains of the Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faiths, 
and there will be office space for all of them. Incorporated 
in the building will be an Ark to hold the Jewish Book 
of the Law. This is an innovation in Army chapels. The 
organs will be placed on balconies. 

The new chapels will provide a proper place for wor- 
ship and meditation and may be used for unit gatherings 
of an inspirational nature for which the recreation build- 
ing or theatre is not deemed suitable. It has also been 
planned as a center where church groups and similar 
organizations may present welfare programs under the 
supervision and with the codperation of the chaplains. 
In this program is reflected the Army’s concern for the 
moral welfare and spiritual training of the trainees. Like 
the church or chapel in the home community, the army 
chapel will be a focal point of influence. 

The American Bible Society will supply appropriate 


| oneree worship in the Army will be taken 


pulpit Bibles for the chapels. The Society has for the 
past century and a quarter been the chief source of sup- 
ply of Scriptures for the nation’s enlisted men, both in 
the Army and in the Navy. Following the historic custom 
begun in the year 1831, it will also supply each new ves- 
sel as it is commissioned with a Bible for the ship’s use. 


Ambassadors of Goodwill 


At the last meeting of the Federal Council’s Executive 
Committee credentials were given to two special mes- 
sengers of goodwill to other lands; Rev. John Sutherland 
Bonnell, minister of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New York, and Dean Lynn Harold Hough of 
Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, N. J. 

Dr. Bonnell will bear the greetings of American Chris- 
tians to the English churches and by special invitation 
will speak at the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland. 

Dean Hough goes to Australia to deliver the Cato 
Lectures at the Methodist General Conference to be 
held in Brisbane and to fill engagements in all the state 
capitals. 

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt and Dr. John R. Mott were 
asked to be the bearers of special messages of friendship 
and cooperation to the church groups with which they 
will be meeting in South America in the spring. 


Christian Unity Memorial 


On the evening of May 18 a service in memory of Dr. 
Finis S. Idleman, for many years minister of the Central 
Church of the Disciples of Christ in New York and an 
outstanding leader in the movement for a greater Chris- 
tian unity, will be held in the church of which Dr. Idle- 
man was pastor. The service is being arranged by the 
Iederal Council’s Commission for the Study of Christian 
Unity, of which Dr. Idleman was one of the most active 
members. Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, Chairman of the Com- 
mission, will be one of the participants in the memorial 
service, as will also Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, Editor 
of the Christian Century. 

The New York churches of all denominations in the 
general vicinity of the Central Christian Church will join 
in the memorial service. Dr. A. Edwin Keigwin, minister 
of the West End Presbyterian Church, is chairman of the 
local committee of Dr. Idleman’s friends in the neigh- 
boring churches. 

Shortly before his death Dr. Idleman had completed 
a biography of his friend, Peter Ainslie, who was long 
associated with him in educational efforts in behalf of 
Christian unity. 
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United China Relief 


School, President of the Federal Council, and 

Rabbi Edward L. Israel of Baltimore, President 
of the Synagogue Council of America, have accepted the 
co-chairmanship of the National Committee on Churches 
and Synagogues for United China Relief, the new cam- 
paign in which seven major China relief agencies, includ- 
ing the Church Committee for China Relief, are par- 
ticipating. 

Others who have agreed to serve on this committee 
are Dr. George A. Buttrick, Madison Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, New York City, past President of the 
Federal Council of Churches; Rabbi David de Sola Pool, 
Spanish-Portuguese Synagogue, New York City; Dr. 
James H. Franklin, President of Crozer Theological 
Seminary, Chester, Pa.; Rabbi James G. Heller, Isaac 
M. Wise Temple, Cincinnati; the Rt. Rev. Henry W. 
Hobson, Episcopal Bishop of Southern Ohio; Rabbi Leon 
Lang, of Philadelphia, President, Rabbinical Assembly of 
America; Dr. Albert W. Palmer, President, Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary; Dr. Paul E. Scherer, Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, New York City; and Dr. Ernest Fre- 
mont Tittle, First Methodist Church, Evanston, III. 


D EAN LUTHER A. WEIGLE of Yale Divinity 


Newspapers are full of labor news 
these days. If you want to understand 
the facts behind the headlines 


Read 
DO YOU KNOW LABOR? 


JAMES MYERS 


Industrial Secretary, Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America 


Fifty Cents Per Copy 


National Home Library Foundation 
1212 St. Matthews Court, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 


DO YOU KNOW LABOR? was selected by 
the editors of the Yale Review (Autumn 1940 
issue) as one of the “Notable New Books of 
the Quarter.” 


The National Committee on Churches and Synagogues 
is an important section of United China Relief, giving 
evidence that religious leaders, as well as leaders in busi- 
ness and public life, are giving devoted service to the 
joint effort in behalf of China’s suffering millions. 

Ministers and rabbis in cities throughout the United 
States have been urged to codperate with local com- 
mittees of United China Relief wherever organized. 
Church organizations for which there are existing de- 
nominational relief committees will transmit their gifts 
through those committees. All other churches and syna- 
gogues will send gifts through local United China Relief 
Committees if such exist; otherwise to national head- 
quarters of United China Relief, 1790 Broadway, New 
York, 

The denominational relief committees include the Pres- 
byterian United World Emergency Fund, the Metho- 
dist Committee for Overseas Relief, the Committee on 
World Relief of the Northern Baptist Convention, the 
Congregational-Christian Committee for Assistance to 
War Victims, the Episcopal Presiding Bishop’s Fund for 
World Relief, the Foreign Relief Fund of the Evangeli- 
cal Church, the Emergency Relief Committee of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, the American Friends’ 
Board of Missions, the Relief Committee of the Re- 
formed Church, the Committee on Foreign Relief of the 
United Brethren, and the World Relief Committee of the 
Disciples of Christ. 


Dr. Warnshuis Named to Refugee 
Committee 

The Rev. John H. Warnshuis, minister of the Brighton 
Heights Reformed Church of Staten Island, has been 
named chairman of the American Committee for Chris- 
tian Refugees, 287 Fourth Avenue, New York. 

Dr. Warnshuis succeeds Dr. E. Graham Wilson, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Board of National Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. Dr. Warn- 
shuis is a member of the Board of Missions of the Re- 
formed Church in America, the Board of the Greater New 
York Federation of Churches and the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Federal Council. 
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Ecumenical Conference in Toronto 


Plans for the North American Ecumenical Conference 
to be held June 3-5 in Toronto, Canada, are now being 
perfected. It will be attended by delegates appointed 
by the several communions in the United States and in 
Canada which are codperating in the Life and Work and 
the Faith and Order movements. The sessions are to be 
held in Trinity College and Wycliffe College. 

Planned as an occasion for strengthening the codpera- 
tion and fellowship between the churches of the United 
States and of Canada, the conference in its outreach will 
also embrace the Western hemisphere to some extent. 


Several delegates are expected from Latin American 
countries. 


The themes outlined in the tentative program are: The 
Ecumenical Outlook in the Americas, The Adequacy of 
the Church Today, The Ecumenical Message of the 
Church Today, The Ecumenical Mission of the Church 
Today, The Practical Promise of the Ecumenical Move- 
ment and The Price We Must Pay for the Ecumenical 
Ideal. 

Among the speakers from the United States are Mr. 
John Foster Dulles, Mr. Charles P. Taft, President John 
A. Mackay, Rt. Rev. G. Ashton Oldham, Dr. Walter W. 
Van Kirk and Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert. The Canadian 
speakers, some of whom are still to be announced, include 
Dr. Gordon A. Sisco, General Secretary of the United 
Church of Canada, and Dr. Claris E. Silcox of Toronto. 

The joint moderators will be Dr. John R. Mott (United 
States) and Rt. Rev. L. W. B. Broughall (Canada). The 
American executive is Dr. Henry Smith Leiper and the 
Canadian executive is Dr. Wilfred C. Lockhart. 


Class for Expectant Grandmothers 


The Maternity Center Association, New York, having 
been delighted with the response to its classes for pros- 
pective fathers and with the large attendance at these 
classes, has now planned a course for prospective grand- 
mothers. 

It is felt that such a course will not only help to in- 
sure better care for children but will lessen the tensions 
between the parent and the grandparent generation, which 


in many cases have such different ideas on the care and 


i 
| 


_ training of children that both family relationships and the 


children themselves suffer in consequence. 
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HOW SAFE ARE YOUR SAVINGS? 


You Cannot afford to miss 


YOUR INVESTMENTS’ STUDY OF 
FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN 
ASSOCIATIONS: 


DANGERS TO SAVERS 


YOUR INVESTMENTS, in an authoritative, im- 
partial study of the Federal Savings & Loan Associa- 
tions throughout the country, brings you vital facts, 
which every investor should know about this type of 
organization. If you have an account in a Federal 
Savings & Loan Association, or contemplate placing 
your money there, this article is an absolute “MUST” 
for you. 


YOUR INVESTMENTS is a magazine 


dedicated to every saving American 


Dedicated to you who own life insurance or stocks and 
bonds—to you who have a savings plan—to you who 
some day will depend upon the income from these re- 
sources for your very existence. Informative, practical, 
up-to-the-minute. YOUR INVESTMENTS brings 
you down-to-earth analyses of situations which directly 
affect you. YOUR INVESTMENTS is published by 
the American Investors Union, a non-profit organiza- 
tion, incorporated under the laws of New York State. 
YOUR INVESTMENTS has no connection with the 
selling of any stocks. YOUR INVESTMENTS is un- 
biased—factual—authoritative. Jt’s the magazine 


that fills your need, 
Read An Issue of YOUR INVEST- 


F REE MENTS without cost. Send the 


coupon below—you are under no obligation. 


American Investors Union, Inc., Dept. FCB 
10 East 40th Street, New York, N. Y. 


[] I enclose $5.00 for a year’s subscription plus a 
free copy of the Federal Savings & Loan issue. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
[] Send me, without cost, the Federal Savings & 
Loan issue of YOUR INVESTMENTS. Ii I | 
decide to subscribe, I will keep it, and you may | 
send me your bill for $5.00 for one year’s mem- | 
bership and 12 additional issues, Otherwise I | 
will return the issue to you within ten days | 
without further obligation. 
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NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


“The Answer Is Action” 


This was the theme for the 15th Annual 
Conference of the Cuyahoga County Chris- 
tian Youth Council, which was attended 
by approximately five hundred young 
people. A World Fellowship Service opened 
the Conference on Friday evening. The 
program included a general session with 
addresses by Dr. Adolf Keller, Rev. Philip 
Lee and Miss Muriel Lester. Following 
these addresses the young people were 
divided into small groups for worship, 
closing with an Upper Room Service for 
everyone. 

The second day was devoted to ex- 
ploration tours into the nationality centers 
of Cleveland for the purpose of discussing 
common social problems with the youth 
of these localities. Luncheon was served in 
the various districts. Following luncheon, 
each group discussed the application of the 
Christian answer in their personal lives. The 
climax of the day was a youth banquet 
built around the subjects “A Declaration 
of Inter-dependence.” The Conference 
closed on Sunday afternoon with a Fes- 
tival of Song in which young people’s 
choirs from several churches participated. 


Children in a Changing World 

The Annual Children’s Workers Con- 
ference of the Connecticut Council of 
Churches and Religious Education has 
been built on the theme “Children in a 
Changing World.” The conference will be 
conducted in four sections: Section 1, for 
Teachers; Section 2 for Pastors; Section 3 
for Vacation Church School Deans, and 
Section 4 for Directors of Religious Educa- 
tion. 

The featured session of the conference 
will be an address by Dr. Alonzo D. 
Grace, the Commissioner of Education, 
entitled “Children in a Changing World 
and the Public School.” There will be 


JUST READY — AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


Current Religious Thought 


specialized sessions for teachers including 
workshops, picture exhibits, age-group in- 
terests and special counselling on worship. 


A Reverent City 
On Good Friday 

For the thirteenth year a group of Protes- 
tant and Catholic men in Indianapolis spon- 
sored the program for a “Reverent City on 
Good Friday.” Window cards and other 
publicity were distributed throughout the 
city. The lighting of windows was so ar- 
ranged in three buildings facing the Circle 
that on several successive nights during 
Holy Week lighted crosses could be seen. 
All previous attendance records were 
broken. 


Week-Day Religious 
Education Growth 

The Old Dominion Beacon announces 
a twelve-year growth in Week-Day 
Church Schools in Virginia in its Feb- 
ruary issue. Beginning in 1930 with 1,411 
enrolled, there has been constant growth 
until in 1941 there are 28,627 pupils. The 
cost of this work in 1930 was $3,600. The 
cost in 1941 is listed as $30,032. In 
1930 there were two teachers. In 1941 
there are 42 teachers, 36 of which are 
on full time. The Annual Meeting ap- 
proved the recommendation for the em- 
ployment of a supervisor who can give 
her full time to the supervision of teach- 
ers, the improvement of curricular ma- 
terials and the creation of a proper back- 
ground for the Week-Day Church School 
program in each local community. 


Rural Church Situation 

A recent study of the rural church 
situation in Culpepper County, Virginia, 
revealed the following facts: Of the total 
white population in Culpepper County, 
52.8% are not members of a church; 


TOUR OF U.S. COOPERATIVES - JULY 7-9 
SEE HOW DEMOCRACY WORKS AT HOME! 


An opportunity to study first hand the rapidly growing American 
consumer cooperative movement. 


2,600 miles, beginning at Columbus, Ohio, and closing at Kansas City, 


75.1% are not attending preaching serv- 
ices each Sunday morning; 74.9% are 
not enrolled in Sunday School; 85.8% are 
not attending Sunday School each Sun- 
day morning. 


Pre-Easter Sunday 
School Attendance 

The Annual Report of the Birmingham 
(Ala.) Sunday School Council shows the 
pre-Easter Sunday School attendance rec- 
ord of public school children made a2 
slight increase over last year, 50.9% of 
the high school boys and girls and 61.1% 
of the grammar school pupils attend 
Sunday School. In terms of figures, out 
of 8,871 high school boys and_ girls 
an average of 4,524 attend Sunday 
School; and out of 17,935 elementary 
school pupils an average of 10,000 attend 
Sunday School. In the high schools 
93% indicated a church preference while 
95.2% in the elementary schools indicated 
a church preference. This statistical record 
has been kept in Birmingham since 1925. 
It is the joint project of the Protestants, 
Jews and Catholics in codperation with the 
Birmingham City Board of Education. 


A Unique Inter-Faith Service 

Six Eastern Orthodox Catholic churches 
and a large number of Protestant churches 
participated in a service of World Chris- 
tian Fellowship) on Sunday evening, 
March 2, in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
of Worcester, Mass. It was said that this 
was the most inclusive Christian service in 
the history of Worcester churches. The 
service was planned by the Worcester 
Council of Churches through the general 
leadership of its secretary, Rev. Myron 
W. Fowell. 


Missouri Pays Off Its Debt 
The friends of the Missouri Council of 
Churches will rejoice to hear that the 
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four thousand dollar indebtedness as of 
December, 1940, was completely wiped 
out and the Council began the year 1941 
with a clear slate. This achievement was 
greatly enhanced by a special gift from a 
friend of the Council. This fine gift, 
amounting to half the indebtedness, stim- 
ulated the administrative board and many 
county council treasurers to a _ special 
effort which resulted in “wiping the slate 
clean.” 


Woman’s Division Grows 
in New York State 

Two new local Councils of Church 
Women have joined the fellowship of 
the Woman’s Division of the New York 
State Council of Churches. This is illus- 
trative of the desire for codperation 
among church women. 

Prominent in the activities of the 
Woman’s Division have been the observance 
of the World Day of Prayer and May 
Day Luncheons. This latter activity 
will take place on Thursday, May 1. The 
Utica Council of Church Women has 
agreed to act as hostess for the Annual 
Spring Conference of Church Women. 


The Woman’s Division has pledged five 
units in the State Council Debt Campaign 
and has already gone over the top, thus 
leading all other groups in the state. 
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United Christian Advance 

The 85th Annual Erie County Christian 
Education Convention has chosen as its 
theme “Helping to Plan the United Chris- 
tian Education Advance” in the Buffalo 
area. The Convention program will seek 
to interpret the meaning of the United 
Christian Education Advance and will con- 
sider ways in which the Advance can be 
made significant in the field of children’s 
work, youth work and adult work. This 
is a part of the national plans being car- 
ried forward through the New York State 
Council of Churches and the International 
Council of Religious Education. 


Kansas Calls Ad Interim 
Executive 


The Kansas Council of Christian Edu- 
cation has called Rev. Max Willcockson, 
Vice-President of the Kansas Council of 
Christian Education, to act as general 
secretary following the resignation of Rev. 
Myron O. Settle. Mr. Willcockson, a pas- 
tor in Topeka, Kansas, had served as Vice- 
President of the Council and assumed active 
leadership of the five Regional Conventions 
scheduled during April. Studies are con- 
tinuing on ways through which the work of 
the Kansas Council of Religious Education 
and the Kansas Council of Churches can 
be more thoroughly coordinated. 


Ohio Governor Asks 
Books for Soldiers 


Governor John W. Bricker in a letter to 
the Ohio Council of Churches asked for 
gifts of books for the thousands of Ohio 
boys who are now undergoing military 
training at Camp Shelby, Miss. The Gov- 
ernor pointed out that this material is 
needed greatly as a means of assisting the 
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soldiers to find wholesome recreation for 
their leisure time. The Ohio Council of 
Churches has passed on the appeal of the 
Governor to its constituency throughout 
the state and has urged young people’s 
societies and church groups to make a 
special project of the collection of such 
books and the forwarding of them to 
Camp Shelby, Miss. 


Training School in Cincinnati 

The interdenominational codperation in- 
augurated in Cincinnati this year resulted 
in an unusually successful leadership train- 
ing school. Thirty-seven classes met for 
eight Monday evenings with an enroll- 
ment of 815 students. Previously under 
the sponsorship of the Methodist Churches 
alone, the school now incorporates the 
leadership education courses conducted by 
the Council of Churches of Greater Cin- 
cinnati. At its first graduation service on 
March 17 there was a communion service 
in which all of Cincinnati Protestantism 
was represented. Thirteen diplomas were 
awarded. In addition to the diplomas, 539 
certificates were given to students for 
meeting the requirements in the three de- 
partments of the school. 


A State Program for 1940-1941 

The program of the North Carolina 
Council of Churches for 1940-1941, as 
adopted at the Annual Meeting, includes 
the following: An Annual Convocation of 
Churches; a Program of Prisoner Rehabil- 
itation; a Library Service Department; an 
Information Exchange; Rural Institutes 
and Surveys; Music Conferences and a 
Music Service Department; a Program of 
Race Relations; a Program for Promoting 
Week-day Religious Education; a Visual 
Service Department; a Comprehensive 
Radio Ministry; a Student Workers’ Con- 
ference; a State-wide Student Conference; 
a Social Actions Committee; a Chain of 
Christian Life Assemblies. 


Rural Church Day 

The annual Rural Church Day program. 
during Cornell’s Farm and Home Week 
was held on Friday, February 14. Special 
features of this year’s program included 
displays of rural church work and the four- 
county rural church choir festival, The 
displays showed church bulletins and par- 
ish papers, a parish yearbook, photography, 
literature for rural churches, a hand-made. 
wooden altar set, and the Lord’s Acre 
Plan. Two hundred singers from the rura} 
church choirs of four counties participated 
in the choir festival. 
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AMONG THE NEW BOOKS 


The Nature and Destiny 
of Man 


By RetnHoitp NIEBUHR 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. $2.75 

Dr. Niebuhr’s Gifford Lectures consti- 
tute perhaps this prolific author’s magnum 
opus. In this first volume he seeks to re- 
store an understanding of human nature 
which has “been lost in modern culture.” 
The studies of the nature of man are rooted 
in definite philosophical presuppositions, 
either idealistic or naturalistic, both of 
which have brought valuable insights, but 
have by their partiality led to misunder- 
standing and confusion. 

Dr. Niebuhr, lecturing in Edinburgh, di- 
gresses to observe that, “though our whole 
western Christendom is not in a robust 
state of health,” he is convinced that Great 
Britain has “a residual health” that excites 
admiration and respect. 

Man is a child of nature, but is also a 
spirit “who stands outside of nature, life, 
himself, his reason and the world.” Hence 
the partialness of human philosophies about 
man. Christian thought allows ‘“‘an apprecia- 
tion of the unity of body and soul” in hu- 
man personality which idealists and natural- 
ists have sought in vain, because it under- 
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stands man “from the standpoint of God.” 
Here it finds evil at the very center of 
personality—in the will, which modern op- 
timistic anthropology fails to see. 

From this standpoint Professor Niebuhr 
proceeds to analyze the equally untenable 
viewpoints of modern culture as expressed 
in its philosophies of humanity and prog- 
ress, with their resultant “easy conscience 
of modern man.” The Christian view of 
man is therefore especially relevant today, 
and the author expounds the Biblical 
foundation of this view of ‘‘man as a 
sinner,” with clarifying analyses of the 
forms which sin takes: pride, collective 
egotism and sensuality. 


Rationalists and moralists are offended 
by the Christian doctrine that while man 
“sins inevitably” and by “necessity,” he is 
still responsible for actions “which are 
prompted by an ineluctable fate.” Yet 
man himself attests to this by his remorse 
and repentance and “human freedom is 
most perfectly discovered and asserted in 
the realization of the bondage of the will.” 

Christian theology has suffered from the 
rationalistic rejection of the myth of the 
“Fall” of man, by insisting upon it as an 
historical event, thus obscuring “the relation 
of man’s essential nature to his sinful con- 


dition.” We must distinguish between “the 
essential nature of man and the virtue of 
conformity to that nature.” Protestantism 
was right in rejecting the Catholic doctrine 
that the Fall has not altered man’s essential 
nature, but wrong in asserting that that 
nature had been “‘destroyed.” 

Against pessimistic theories of total de- 
pravity, we need to assert “the continued 
presence in man of the justitia originalis, 
of the law of love, as law and requirement.” 

All who have deplored the severance of 
relations between philosophy and theology 
will welcome this volume, and look for- 
ward to the next one in which the author 
will seek to bring the insights of the 
Renaissance and the Reformation into 
“terms of fruitful interrelation.” 

Ces Me 
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By Ricuarp B. BRANDT 
Harper and Brothers. $3.00 
The repudiation of Schleiermacher by the 
Barthian and other “crisis” theologians be- 
gins to awaken reaction on the part of 
thinkers who have not lost the sense of 
history, perspective and direction, particu- 
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larly those who still hold to the empirical 
evidences in religious thought. Professor 
Brandt is motivated to this “survey, syn- 
thesis and criticism,” because in Schleier- 
macher’s conception, there is “some form 
of immediate knowledge in religious ex- 
perience” or “emotional intuition” similar 
to what the value theorists find in “the 
experience of values,’—in other words the 
author hoped to find in Schleiermacher a 
doctrine of immediate intuition. Schleier- 
macher developed a theory of knowledge in 
“empirical realism,” and we cannot sepa- 
rate this philosophy from his theology. 

Professor Brandt does that which so 
many interpreters fail to do, namely to 
show how Schleiermacher’s philosophical 
reflections grew out of his early Moravian 
training, with its emphasis on emotion in 
reaction to rationalistic intellectualism, its 
centering of education in religion and its 
distinction of abstract philosophy from re- 
ligion. In Schleiermacher, “religion is 
neither morality nor speculative meta- 
physics,” and his emphasis on “feeling” in 
religion is because of his belief that “‘if the 
self is not implicated” in intuition, “there 
is not living religion at all.” The author 
interestingly discriminates between his sub- 
ject’s views at different times as his think- 
ing matured, but concludes that his 
conception of religion as the highest de- 
velopment of feeling runs through all his 
later works, and that this religion is “an 
absolute feeling of dependence.” Schleier- 
macher’s influence is measurably due to the 
adaptability of his system to both orthodox 
and liberal by a new approach to theology 
which seemed to answer the challenge of 
Deism, rationalism, and skepticism while 
preserving the truth in Pietism and ortho- 
doxy. 

As a critique of its subject, this study is 
a welcome antidote to no little of our con- 
temporary outbursts from Continental 
Europe.—C. S. M. 
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It is gratifying to see that the publishers 
who have successfully launched the enter- 
prise of issuing good books of other years 
in great popular editions at twenty-five 
cents each, have turned to the Bible. 

From a literary standpoint the result 
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is exceedingly happy. The type is large 
and clear on excellent thin paper, the for- 
mat is attractive. The selected passages 
are woven together in an impressive con- 
tinuity, occupying about 500 pages, and the 
book slips easily into a coat pocket. 

From a religious standpoint, however, 
the result is open to serious criticism. 
There is room (five pages) to present the 
story of Susanna and the elders from the 
Apocrypha, but not sufficient room to in- 
clude a single line from either the Epistle 
to the Ephesians or the Epistle to the Colos- 
sians. There is no room for Isaiah 6, Micah 
6:6-8, Jeremiah 31:31-34, John 17, Rom- 
ans 6. Even John 3:16 disappears! 

This is a splendid book, but it is hardly 
the Bible. 

S$: M. C. 


Leadership for Rural Life 


By Dwicut SANDERSON 


Association Press. $1.25 


The professor of rural sociology at Cor- 
nell University here offers an excellent 
manual for the development of leadership 
in a democracy. While it is primarily con- 
cerned with rural life and chiefly addressed 
to rural groups, it is equally relevant to the 
problems of leadership everywhere. At a 
time when leadership for the people is 
emphasized in totalitarian states, it is a 
happy omen to find Dr. Sanderson’s em- 
phasis on leadership by the people. He is 
concerned with processes in which the 
average citizen can participate and through 
which a truly democratic result can be 
achieved. 

Though not directly concerned with the 
rural church, the whole point of view of 
the volume is in warm accord with the 
objectives of the Church, and the concep- 
tion of leadership is essentially religious. 


How Jesus Heals Our Minds 
Today 


By Davi SEABURY 
Little, Brown & Co. $2.50 


This is one of the best, if not the best, of 
books to come from Dr. Seabury’s pen. It 
is a thoroughly effective and sympathetic, 
though critically objective, study of the 
relationship between many of the most 


The Metropolitan Board for 
Conscientious Objectors 
Announces 


A free consultation service is avail- 
able for those who cannot submit to 
conscription or participate in war. 


Such persons are welcome to come Mon- 
days, Wednesdays or Fridays from 5:30 
to 7:30 P.M. to Room 314, No. 2 Stone 
Street, New York City. Dr. Evan W. 
Thomas, Chairman. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN 17 


basic teachings of Jesus and the findings 
and implications of modern psychology. For 
example, the analysis of what is meant 
psychologically by the teaching of “utter 
repudiation of all familial duties, obliga- 
tions and responsibilities if they interfered 
with inner integrity and the dedication of 
self to discipleship” is constructive and 
valid. In spite of the freshness with which 
the teachings are treated, there is very little 
“modernizing Jesus” to fit our current 
thought forms. Except for occasional and 
minor matters of emphasis, the author’s 
psychology is dependable and dynamic. 
The volume has the additional advantage 
of being readable and interesting to the 
layman. It compares favorably with Hol- 
man’s The Religion of a Healthy Mind and 
some of Fritz Ktnkel’s books as something 
to recommend to the perplexed. The title 
is unfortunate. S./H. 


Founders of Christian 


Movements 
Edited by P. H. Lotz 
Association Press. $1.25 


This is the third volume in a series of 
biographies entitled “Creative Personali- 
ties,” designed primarily for young people 
and young people’s leaders, though the 
editor hopes it will have value to others 
also. “It has been our aim to provide 
unhackneyed biographical teaching ma- 
terial for the church school, the club, the 
home, and classes in character education 
and citizenship.” The first volume dealt 
with Vocations and Professions while the 
second was about Women Leaders. Both 
of these, which appeared in 1940, dealt 
with contemporary or near-contemporary 
persons. Various authors write a six- to 
twelve-page biography of a person, and 
presumably minor editing is done by the 
series’ editor. 

The current volume, unlike its predeces- 
sors, deals with characters removed in 
time. Considered here are Robert Raikes, 
William Booth, Walter Rauschenbusch, 
John Calvin, St. Paul, von Zinzendorf, St. 
Benedict, St. Francis, Horace Bushnell, 
Martin Luther, Alexander Campbell, Igna- 
tius Loyola, W. E. Channing, George Fox, 
and John Wesley. Most of the authors 
attempt to write fairly objectively, and 
relate the essential meaning of the person 
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to contemporary life or values. There is a 
brief bibliography and set of questions for 
discussion following each biography. The 
biographies are, as might be expected, un- 
even. Nevertheless, this new attempt of 
religious education to make better use of 
biography is to be commended, as is this 
series. S; He 


The Meaning of Revelation 
By H. Ricwarp NIEBUER 
Macmillan. $2.00 
While Dr. Niebuhr involves us in no 
little complexity, he reaches conclusions 
which have always seemed so obvious to 
the reviewer that the reading of his study 
was chiefly a summons to intellectual lazi- 
ness. He seeks to save us from the tempta- 
tion to a “new agnosticism” induced by 
our awareness that “all our philosophical 
ideas, religious dogmas, and moral impera- 
tives are historically conditioned,” seeks to 
reconcile objective history with a valid 
religious history, and considers revealed 
religion as the transformation or conver- 
sion of natural religion rather than the 

product of the latter. 

The author finds a great source of evil 
in “the absolutizing of the relative’ which 
substitutes religion, revelation, church, or 
Christian morality for God. Christianity 
s “permanent revolution” which does not 
end in this world, life, or time. 

Especially interesting is Professor Nie- 
buhr’s effort to reconcile Ernst Troeltsch 
and Karl Barth by combining their “main 
interests,” which the reviewer fears Barth 
would not regard as a success. 
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As the result of the author’s sometimes 
fascinating philosophizing, “the rational 
value” of revelation and its ‘‘validation” 
by the heart, are not primary; the effect 
of Jesus on men is greater than that of his 
teaching; laws were written on our hearts 
without “special revelation”; and we find 
religion in all history. Revelation is 
“divine self-disclosure” and “the God who 
reveals himself in Jesus Christ meets no 
unresponsive will” from men “in search of 
all good.” The self God loves is not the 
self we loved. This conversion and ‘“‘per- 
manent revolution” through Jesus Christ 
is a new beginning and is “what we mean 
by revelation.” 

Perhaps the greatest value of this exposi- 
tion is in its good sense of direction in 
mediating between conflicting contemporary 
theologians. CS. M- 


Catholic Principles of Politics 


By Joun A, Ryan and Francis J. BoLAND 
Macmillan. $3.00 


In a revised edition of an earlier volume, 
the authors and compilers discuss Catholic 
principles in their relation to the contem- 
porary world order, and describe “the 
normal Catholic attitude” toward American 
political institutions. 

In the discussion of underlying principles 
of government and social order, most 
Protestants would agree with these liberal 
Catholics, except at some points where the 
primacy of “the (Catholic) Church” is 
stressed. Socialism, Fascism, Nazism, and, 
more violently, Communism, are con- 
demned. “Our present economic order 
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rests on the sanctity of private property,” 
but its unequal distribution is an evil. 
Liberty needs light and restraint. No 
man has liberty of conscience to “worship 
God or not,” as he chooses. Lack of respect 
for public authority is deplored. 

The League of Nations was built on 
principles of Catholic teaching, but suffered 
because its States lacked “religious unity.” 
As to war, “Christian morality” only ac- 
cepts it “as an element of force at the 
service of Rights.” 

Most of the authorities adduced accept 
the definition which gives supreme authority 
to the ecclesiastical over divine and to the 
civil over human things. But had the older 
European unity of Church and State been 
continued, Europe would be better off. 

“The (Catholic) Church” has never de- 
clared for or against any main form of 
government, but States should make ‘“‘a 
public profession of religion,” and the 
“true” religion is that of the Catholic 
Church. This, it is agreed, can only be in 
nations predominantly Catholic. Enrring 
sects may be permitted, but the State 
must prohibit “the propagation of false 
doctrine among Catholics.” On these and 
other matters the Church is “intolerant.” 
No formal, dogmatic pronouncement has 
ever been made by the Church regarding 
“her precise authority” in civil affairs, but 
a genuinely Catholic State will not permit 
other forms of religion to be established. 

The book closes with a eulogy of Amer- 
icanism, in which, however, moral decay 
is laid at the door of “the enforced secu- 
larism of the State schools.” There is 
special value in the selection of the authori- 
tative Catholic pronouncements. 

C.’S.M; 
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_%* The World’s 


* This Is the- Victory 


i LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD 


How shall a Christian meet the demands of today’s world war- 
fare? Why have old philosophies failed us at this hour? On 
what can a man depend for stability while the physical founda- 
tions of his life are being blown to bits? What can be our 
hope for the future? What is the nature of the true victory 
for which we must strive? What are the spiritual roots of 
peace? 

To these and other momentous questions, a great English 
Christian makes challenging answer in this book—written amid 
the desperate circumstances of England’s dark hour. The book 
is a remarkable new proclamation of faith in God and God’s 
purposive concern for the world. $2 


Need of Christ 
e CHARLES A. ELLWOOD 


“This book, by one of America’s outstanding sociologists, 
commands the attention of laymen and clergy. It is not a 
discussion in sociology but an urgent appeal for men to ‘imi- 
tate Christ.’ . . . Dr. Ellwood’s frank statement that the 
church has failed in its share of this responsibility is disturb- 
ing to our complacency.”—Social Progress. $2 


_*Is the Kingdom of God Realism ? 


S E. STANLEY JONES 


“The answer which Dr. Jones gives to the question in the 
title is an emphatic and triumphant ‘Yes.’ The book is written 
with prophetic fervor and fire, and the author himself is a 
prophet with a message of judgment and grace. . . His concep- 
tion is intellectually vigorous and spiritually authentic, com- 
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As a holder of such 
an Annuity, you too can 


INCOME 
Name 
I 
Address 
TODAY | City 


the Bible the least expensive and most widely distributed 
book in the world. 


face the future fearlessly, confi- 
dent that in return for any gift 
you may make, you will receive 
a generous check at regular in- 
tervals as long as you live. In 
the almost one hundred years 
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